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Thanks for Life  
 

Thanks for Life week is nearly upon us and 
hopefully clubs have all of their 

preparations in place by now including a 
Window of Oppor tunity  and arrangements 

for collection and membership initiatives at 
the designated Tesco stores and the local 

branch of Sainsburyôs.  Just as a reminder, 
the list of participating Tesco stores plus 

the authorization letters from Tesco and 
Sainsburyôs can be found below .  

Please make sure that your local and 
regional media have been informed in 

advance of everything that you are 
planning to do so that PR coverage can be 

maximised  

 
 

Some parts of RIBI are really thinking big for Thanks for Life week 
includin g D1150 (South Wales) who are taking Rotary Day to the 

Welsh Assembly, the Senedd, on 23 rd  February.  To read the details of 
what they have planned for this ambitious project crtl+click here . In 

London there will be  a special function at the London Living Room (top 
floor) at City Hall on 26th February, 2010 with the Mayor Boris 

Johnson hopefully attending and other high profile guests  includin g 
Konnie Huq .  Around 200 people are expected.   There are also plans to 

beam the Thanks for Life/End Polio Now logo onto the Tower of London 
during the evening.  

 
If you havenôt seen the excellent video of the November sub national 

immunization days involvi ng 86 Rotarians and their partners from RIBI 

and fronted by Konnie Huq it has now been put onto YouTube.  You 
can access both parts of it via the T4L website by ctrl+clicking here  

and following the links . It really is well worth watching especially to 
put you in the right mindset for Thanks for Life week.  

 

http://www.ribi.org/assets/_files/documents/jan_10/hm__1263130187_window_newsletter.pdf
http://www.ribi.org/assets/_files/documents/jan_10/hm__1264413897_Rotary_Showcase_Welsh_Senate.pdf
http://www.ribi.org/thanks-for-life
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Does your Club need Display banners?  

With ñThanks for Life Dayò fast approaching 
its time to start thinking about your display! 

Thanks to Ron English (President North Down R.C.) we 
have been able to source ñPull-Upò display 
banners (pictured) at an outstanding price. 

Measuring 2 metersô tall by 800 cms. wide 
the banner is free standing and rolls up into 
the base unit for storage. 

The cost to Rotary Clubs is £57 + vat + 

delivery. 

Please contact: 
Ron English 
Dennis D Evans Ltd. 
391 Holywood Road Belfast BT4 2LS 
Tel: +44 (0) 2890652220 
Preferred contact is by email to: 
renglish@btinternet.com 
 
Replacement graphics can be applied at a 
later date costing £40.00 + vat + delivery 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Act Now! and take advantage of this outstanding offer! 

mailto:renglish@btinternet.com
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Introducing PURPLE Silicone bands for clubs 

For use during the clubs ñThanks For Lifeò campaigns 

Long lasting and durable item with the Rotary Wheel & ñThanks 

For Lifeò message to increase Rotaryôs profile in the community 

 ϵнрл ŦƻǊ мллл όŜȄ ±ŀǘύ 

 ϵмнр ŦƻǊ рлл όŜȄ ±ŀǘύ 

 Min Quantity is 500 
there is no max quantity 

 Delivery date is early 
February in time for 
άThanks for Lifeέ events 

Clubs should email foundation@rotary.ie to place an order with a 

copy to the District Treasurer wernerscheel@btinternet.com  

 Cheques are to be sent to Werner Scheel for the bands - no bands 

will be dispatched until monies have been received.  Please mark 

cheque clearly that it is for ñthe purchase of the bandsò 

Exchange rate will be worked out by the District Treasurer so if 

you are buying in sterling contact him for the price. 

Please note that the correct payee name is "RIBI District 1160".  

Werner Scheel, 40 Waterfoot Park, Londonderry BT47 6SW, T: 

028 7131 2042, M: 07812 590203 

 
 

 

Thanks For Life ï Bands For Life 

 

../../foundation@rotary.ie
../../wernerscheel@btinternet.com
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Membership Recruitment Campaign  

Following the  successful initial pilot campaign in the East Midlands 
before Christmas, the three remaining regions laun ched their New 

Member Marketing campaigns during week commencing 18th January 
2010, involving:  

 Regional newspaper advertising  

 Commercial radio advertising  

 Website banner, leaderboard & MPU advertising  
 e-DM -  email direct marketing  

 PR -  editorial covera ge in local media  
 Club members using the new member attraction 'tool kit' 

materials  

The campaigns link up with Thanks for Life activities during February, 
when End Polio Now events and activities will be used to generate a 

'membership dividend' whilst rai sing large sums of money for 
PolioPlus.   To see what is happening in each region ctrl+click here  and 

then click on the region of your choice on the left of the page.  

 
To maximise the impact of the ñpaid forò advertising it is really 

important that all clubs in the affected regions make every effort to 
get coverage of their club events and projects in the local and regional 

media during the same period.  This obviously  includes Thanks for Life 
events as mentioned above  and will no doubt build on the coverage 

obtained recently of clubsô response to the Haiti earthquake below. 
 

Haiti Earthquake  

 
Rotarians right across RIBI have 

responded magnificently to the need 
to prov ide tangible help to the 

victims of the terrible earthquake in 

Haiti.  Many clubs immediately sent 
existing funds from their Charity 

accounts and many others 
organised collections at very short 

notice because everyone 
appreciated the urgency of the situati on.  From the reports that I have 

received, it is particularly encouraging that groups of local clubs have 
tended to combine their efforts so that they can maximise their 

available manpower and impact . 

http://www.ribi.org/restricted/membership-marketing/jan-mar-2010-campaign
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A significant proportion of the funds raised and don ated so far have 
been directed to the ñBoxò charities of ShelterBox, AquaBox  and Water 

Survival Box . These are all known to be extremely effective at getting 
vital aid to those who need it most and in the shortest possible time.  

At the time of ógoing to pressô (Jan 30th ) 5000 ShelterBoxes will be in 
Haiti.  200 Aquaboxes should have arrived in Haiti via Santa Domingo  

and they have enough additional boxes to fill a container.  Also 200 
Water Survival Boxes have been dispatched to Haiti by air.  

 

Rebuilding H aitian communities is expected to take years and  those 
wishing to contribute to this long - term recovery are sending funds to 

the RIBI Donations Trust .  The Donations Trust  focuses on long - term, 
sustainable reconstruction projects aimed at getting communiti es back 

on their feet after the initial relief effort has been completed. Find out 
more about the Trustôs work and how to donate here . 

 
Members of the 17 Rotary clu bs operating in Haiti  are centrally 

involved in relief efforts and pediatrician Claude Surena, a Rotary 
member in Port -au -Prince, has been nominated  by President Rene 

Preval to coordinate the national government's emergency response. 
The chair of Rotary's Haiti Disaster Preparedness Committee, Dr. 

Surena and fellow Haitian Rotary members are helping to make sure 
incoming relief supplies are used effectively. He and his family also 

have been caring for more than 100 injured quake victims in  the 

grounds of th eir home since the disaster occurred.  

New bivalent Polio vaccine introduced in Afghanistan  

A new oral polio vaccine, developed to stop the 

transmission of the type 1 and type 3 wild 
polioviruses simultaneously, made its world 

debut during 15 -17 December  Sub NIDs in 
Afghanistan. An estimated 2.8 million children 

received the vaccine during the campaign, 
which was funded by the Canadian 

government.  (Photo on left courtesy of Unicef)  

According to the World Health Organization, the bivalent vaccine is 
also intended for introduction in India and Nigeria by late January and 

is expected to be a critical new tool in the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative. To read more about this important initiative ctrl+click here . 

http://www.ribi.org/news/articles/rotarisn-committed-to-long-haul-in-haiti
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100114_news_bOPV.aspx
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RI Presidentôs February Message 

In his Message for February RI President John Kenny 
explores answers to the question What is Rotary?  and 

says ñIt is a network of people who care --  people who 
are both realists a nd optimists. We recognize the 

challenges before us and our own limitations; we also 
recognize our abilities and our responsibility to use 

them to the fullest. If we are ever to realize Paul 
Harrisô vision for Rotary as an organization that 

promotes goodwi ll among nations, then, as he wrote, ñthe hearts of 
men must be so touched and molded that mutual understanding and 

goodwill will take the place of fear and hatred.ò In this, World 

Understanding Month, we do well to remember these words --  and to 
remember as well that in all of our service, we reach for the larger 

goal of fellowship, understanding, and peace ò.  To read the Message in 
full just ctrl+click here .  

Theme for 2010/11 announced  

After taking the stage to the tune 
of "California, Here I Come," RI 

President -elect Ray Klinginsmith 
announced the 2010 -11 RI theme, 

Building Communities --  
Bridging Continents , during the 

opening plenary session of the 

2010 International Assembly .  

Klinginsmith said he arrived at the theme after reviewing RI themes of 
years past. He noticed that only a few spoke to non -Rotarians. "As a 

result, I decided to search for a briefly stated theme that would fulfill 
two objectives: t he first to explain Rotary to non -Rotarians, and the 

second to validate our work for Rotarians," he said. "The words I have 
selected to describe Rotary's current mission and to highlight our 

achievements are what we do best: Building Communities --  Bridgin g 
Continents. "  

You can listen to the theme speech and get more details by ctrl+ 
clicking here .  You can also get the details of and watch a short video 

about the Pres idential Emphases for 2010/11 by ctrl+clicking  here . 

http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/RotaryLeadership/RIPresident/Pages/Messages.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100118_IA10_theme.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100119_IA10_emphases.aspx
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New electronic publication from RI  

To meet the needs of Rotaryôs club and district 

leaders more effectively, RI is replacing the Rotary 
World newsletter with Rotary Leader , an electronic 

publication featuring practical information about 
everyday tasks, specifically for club and district 

officers. The preview issue of Rotary Leader  was 
unveiled at the International Assembly on 22 

January by General Secretary Ed Futa. The 
publication will officially launch with its April 2010 

edition.  

Articles in Rotary Leader will focus on so lutions: How do you keep new 

members? How can you convince everyone in your district to give to 
The Rotary Foundation? How do you get your club or district featured 

in the local newspaper?  

Current Rotary club presidents and district governors will automat ically 
receive Rotary Leader , but any Rotarian may subscribe  to this free 

publication. All club and district leaders, including club secretaries, 

assistant governors, and district committee chairs, are enc ouraged to 
read Rotary Leader , as are Rotarians who are considering a leadership 

position.  

Work to begin on International H2O Collaboration  

Work will begin soon on far - reaching projects  that 

will provide millions of people with access to clean 
water and improved sanitation. As part of the 

International H2O Collaboration, an innovative 
alliance between Rotary International and USAID, 

the improvements will include l ong - term water, 
sanitation, and hygiene projects in Ghana and the 

Philippines, two of the three countries selected for 

the first phase of the collaborative effort. A grant application for the 
third country, the Dominican Republic, is expected to go before The 

Rotary Foundation Trustees later this month for consideration. The 
steering committee chose the three countries based on need, as well 

as the demonstrated ability of Rotary clubs and districts and USAID 
missions there to carry out effective water and s anitation projects.  

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/b53b88fd#/b53b88fd/1
http://www.rotary.org/rotaryleader
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100112_news_H20update.aspx
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Rotary Basics  

With all of the recruitment activities planned for 
February including the Membership Recruitment 

Campaign and Thanks for Life, it is timely to remind 
Rotarians about Rotary Basics.   This excellent 

publication offers inf ormation for new and not -so-new 
members on a whole range of topics including the 

organisation and guiding principles of Rotary, 
responsibilities of club membership, The Rotary 

Foundation and RI programmes.  

It can be accessed online by ctrl+clicking here . If you follow this link 

you will also be able to view a very good short video overview. Hard 
copy versions can also be purchased at 30p each from Rtn. Jef f 

Matthews whose contact details can be found by ctrl+clicking here . 

MPRC Committee Awards  

The deadline for the submission of entries for the prestigious MPRC 

Awards is approaching fast.  There are 3 catego ries for which trophies 
will be awarded at the RIBI Conference in Bournemouth in April and 

they are PR, District Magazine and Club Bulletin.  The deadline for 

receipt of entries for the District Magazine and Club Bulletin 
competitions at Alcester is March 1st .  In order for time to be given to 

include Thanks for Life coverage in the PR competition, the deadline 
for entries for this competition has been put back to March 12 th . 

Details of the criteria for each of the competitions and an entry form 

can be foun d and downloaded by ctrl+clicking here .  All entries must 
be accompanied by a completed application form so that it is clear who 

they are from and which competition t hey are entering for.  It is also 
really helpful if they are submitted in plastic document bags/folders to 

ensure that all material stays together . 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/NewMembers/RotaryBasics/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead
http://www.ribi.org/members/shop
http://www.ribi.org/resources/committees/marketing-pr-and-communications
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